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Don'teven think of starting this bookunless you're sitting in a comfortable chair and have lots of time.

Afast-paced, impossible-to-put-down adventure awaits as the young orphan Peterand his mates are

dispatched to an island ruled by the evil King Zarboff. Theyset sail aboard the Never Land, a ship

carrying a precious and mysterious trunk inits cargo hold, and the journey quickly becomes fraught

with excitement anddanger.  Discoverrichly developed characters in the sweet but sophisticated

Molly, the scary butfamiliar Black Stache, and the fearless Peter. Treacherous battles withpirates,

foreboding thunderstorms at sea, and evocative writing immerses thereader in a story that slowly

and finally reveals the secrets and mysteries ofthe beloved Peter Pan.
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Fourteen-year-old Peter is an orphan who doesn't exactly know how old he truly is, just like he

doesn't know his last name. So when St. Norbert's Home for Wayward Boys places him aboard a

ship called The Never Land, along with four of his mates, on a trip to an island ruled by the evil King

Zarboff, where they will be forced to serve as slaves, Peter doesn't know exactly what to think. But

when he meets up with fourteen-year-old Molly Aster, a rich passenger, traveling with her governess

Mrs. Bumbrake, mysterious things begin happening. For instance, Molly can speak to porpoises,



and she's hiding information about the strange trunk located in a holding cell upon The Never Land.

Information about the magic, and mystery, that the trunk is holding inside. But when the notorious

Black Stache learns about the treasure, the passengers upon The Never Land are in for a lot of

trouble. Trouble that leads them all to fight with pirates, and become stranded on a desert

island.Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson have created an absolutely amazing re-telling of PETER

PAN. Peter is an exciting character who is kind, and fun, while at the same time intelligent, even

though he hasn't received any formal education. Molly, on the other hand, is brave and

hard-headed, and will appeal greatly to female readers, as she possesses true girl power, which

shines through in every page that she appears in. Readers who enjoyed the recent movie PIRATES

OF THE CARIBBEAN will adore the character of Black Stache, as he puts the mean into PETER

AND THE STARCATCHERS, what with his nasty attitude, and vicious orders. Overall this is an

amazing adventure story that will be enjoyed by male and female readers of all ages, whether they

are a fan of the original story of PETER PAN or not.Erika SoroccoBook Review Columnist for The

Community Bugle Newspaper

Incredible! I have read many, many stories to my children including the original Peter Pan. This

book stands out as one of the most difficult to put down. My son is always begging for just a few

more pages, and I have received many a reprimand from my spouse for reading past his bed time.

My son expressed how much he enjoys the believability of the story, because it has a logical

beginning to it, in his words, "the other Peter just comes out of nowhere, but this story tells the

beginning."Every chapter is quick, engaging and each one leaves you hanging. You find yourself

desperate for the "and then what happened?"--almost irritated that the authors interrupt the

excitement with a pan (pardon the pun) to the other characters. Except with each new pan you get

caught up in those characters as much as you were with the one's you left. This tactic never leaves

you with a decent option for "just one more chapter before bedtime". A wonderful story, beautifully

illustrated and a must read before you or your children get a chance to grow up!And as for those

one star people-I feel genuinely sorry for them, as they probably don't like ice cream either.

I've always liked the basic Peter Pan story, but was never as big a fan as I am of other classics like

L. Frank Baum's "Oz" books, so ordinarily a prequel wouldn't necessarily interest me, but with Dave

Barry and Ridley Pearson writing this, I absolutely had to give it a chance. This unlikely collaboration

turns out one of the best fantasy novels I've read in quite some time.Like all great "children's"

fantasy, the book is written on a level that's wonderfully accessible for kids but never condescends



and alienates older readers. Our hero, Peter, is an orphan who is being whisked away across the

ocean for purposes unknown. Aboard his ship is a mysterious trunk and a mysterious girl who

seems to know a lot about it. The trunk is highly sought after, and a Peter finds a pirate ship hot on

their trail.Each of these writers bring something to the table -- Pearson's talent for writing the

fantastic and Barry's sharp comedic wit combine to tell an excellent story that I enjoyed so much I'm

anxious to go back and rediscover the original J.M. Barrie novel, just to see how many dots I can

connect.The book fills in a lot of the blanks for the original "Peter Pan," and one could easily read

this and then leap to the original with no further bridges, however Barry and Pearson supposedly

have two more "prequel" novels in the works. I'll definitely be in line to read them.

I bought this set as a gift for my niece who is really into Tinkerbell. Thought she might enjoy reading

the history behind Tink and Peter and the gang. With every book she reads she calls me in the

middle and at the end thanking me for giving her this set of books!! She tells me in great detail what

has been going on in the stories. How Tinkerbell got her name, how Peter keeps loosing his

shadow, why they are called the lost boys, who Wendy is, all with such excitement in her voice. She

is now in the middle of the third book, and can't wait, sort of, to start the forth. I asked her why she

was hesitant and she said, because there wasn't a fifth book yet!! I laughed and told her to be

patient that there would be she just had to wait and watch for it. She totally LOVES this series of

books!!! She can't put them down and can't wait to pick up the next book.
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